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Working with Fimo
Making things with Fimo
Always work each piece of Fimo 
modelling clay or Sculpey modelling 
clay in your hands before use to 
soften it. Fimo Soft clay needs minimal 
kneading. Sculpey Premo clay needs 
more.

If the clay is too soft, press a pancake 
of clay between two sheets of ordinary 
white paper and leave for a few hours 
or overnight so that some of the oily 
plasticizer leaches out. Clay that is 
too stiff can be softened by kneading 
withpolymer clay softener like, Sculpey 
Clay Softener or Fimo Mix Quick.

Try to avoid poking and patting the 
object you are making. For jewellery 
making, once a piece of clay has been 
added, do not try to reshape it because 
the result will be messy. If you are 
not happy with it, remove the piece 
and start again. It is not necessary 
to squash pieces together to affect a 
join as they will fuse together when 
baked; gentle but firm pressure is all 
that is needed. Fingernail marks and 
dirty fingerprints on light colours will 
ruin your results so keep your hands 
clean, wiping them with wet wipes 
between colours if necessary. Some 
clays are more easily smoothed than 
others. This means that added clay can 
be smoothed in at the edges to leave 
no join.

Polymer clay modelling tools
A craft knife with a curved blade is 
the most versatile. Tissue blades are 
invaluable for slicing millefiori canes 
and cutting straight edges on sheets of 
clay. Sculpey offer a long thin flexible 
blade which is great for slicing polymer 
clay. You can buy polymer clay cutters 
to make heart, round, square and other 
shapes. You can also buy a multitude 
of push moulds from Makins, Sculpey, 
Fimo and others

Marbling and color mixing
Because Fimo is packaged in colored 
blocks, the colors can be mixed while 
soft, then baked. By mixing two or 
more colors, then twisting, folding, 
bending, and cutting, various marbled 
surfaces can be achieved.

If multiple colors are mixed thoroughly 
enough, the marble effect will fade and 
the colors will blend to make a new 
color.

Mixing
Polymer clay colours can be mixed 
together to make new colours. Soften 
the two colours you want to mix first 
and then work them together, folding 
and rolling until all the streaks have 
disappeared. When making pastel 
colours, add only a very small quantity 
of colour to white: about 1 part colour 
to 8 parts white. If you roll both 
colours into equal diameter sausages, 
it is easier to estimate the quantities. 
e.g.1cm colour to 8cms white. You can 
mix most colours from a basic palette 
of blue, yellow and magenta or crimson 
red, plus black and white. Translucent 
clay can be tinted with small quantities 
of coloured clay.

Baking
Fimo Polymer clay and Sculpey 
Polymer clay should be baked in the 
oven on a baking sheet covered with 
foil or baking parchment for about 
20 minutes to 1 hour at 130ºC / 
275ºF. The clay will not harden until 
completely cool. Clay that has not been 
baked long enough will be fragile and 
break easily. Items can be rebaked 
several times without harm. Beware 
of overheating the clay by letting the 
oven temperature go too high as it 
gives off toxic fumes when burnt. 
If you have problems with baking, 
your oven thermostat may not be 
accurate so check with a separate oven 

thermometer – some ovens can over- 
or under-heat considerably. Try baking 
a test sheet: a thin, baked sheet of any 
of the strong clays like Premo or Super 
Sculpey. It should bend into a U-bend 
without snapping after baking. Sculpey 
III modelling clay remains fragile.

Translucent Liquid Sculpey can be 
baked at 145˚C in order to make it 
more transparent (300˚F)

Gas Ovens 
Try baking a test piece on Gas mark 
1/2 or 1/4. If the clay is discoloured, 
turn the oven down. If it is very fragile, 
turn the oven up.

Varnish
Use only acrylic or alcohol-based 
varnish on baked polymer clays. Enamel 
or oil based varnishes which will never 
dry properly on polymer clay. Baked 
polymer clay does not need varnishing 
unless you want a shiny surface (use 
gloss varnish) or to protect paints or 
powders applied to the clay.

Paint
Fimo can be painted. Acrylic paints 
are best as oil based may not dry 
completely.


